> 

t 

ON 

:*> 

Abraham  Lincoln 
and  religion 


Rosicrucian 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


t 


ir 


f 


i: 

m 

MU! 

'! 
R9 

: 
} 


.         I     I  .     9  Bl 

april    1969  Doylestown,  .  9 


he 

osiCRuci«\n 

yRamios 


in 


Bucks  County 


In  the  year    1905.    I)r     H     Swinburne   <   1  \ 1 1 ►•  t  built    the 
pyramids   in    l^aks  Count  \  tint    luve 

tued  rum  )i  oomnral  .*in< .ne  toorteti  m  th< 

is  cpute   a    start h ji^  I  v|*vi< 

»rc  nul  luddenl)  t..  .  omc  upoi 

pyramids      siimunded    bj 

judeni  in  the  counts    It  is  ■  ti 

amid   this    - 

-  autifull)     ! 

| 

amid   the   beautil  . 

and  white    rOM    :■!..     ' 

the   Ofdef    who    are    deOM 

road     bj    010    see   buildings   thai  I 

:    liase  an  §M  ■ 
■ommand  respect. 
In  these    rMiiUiin^s  [y   Hall 

•  oki  from  irhicfa  it  in  nld thai  tome  phi 
I  the    past    drew    their    gr-  at   | 
raharn  Uncoln,  Benjamin  Franklin    Sil  [| 
Mess  other  people,  studied  th< 
;ne  of  the  signers  of  the  Dec  la  rati  ,: 
•idled    Kosicruuanisrn     The    I 
m  to  call  back  f: 
these  buildings  <arry  wliat    MMM   n 

wisdom    of   the    ages,    and    this    entin      ,; 
dilation. 

Th»    first    rvosicnicuns    came    to     imerii  I   in  1 
6SM  under  the  leadership  of  Joharm   Kdpius,   « 


espon  nt  m.I  H. .sk  nu  lain mii  in  1  up »|)» 

i  .  .  f     Bud  freedom       freedom  to  think  as  the) 

n   r s Ki j i   as   the)   pleated,  and  to  cieate 

-.i  ben  the  p)  ramtda  ma) 

hive  north  on  Route  611  through  Doyleatown  to 

Route  113  and  follow  it  a  sb.rt 

post    Dublin     I  urn   right  onto  <>l<l  Bethlehem 

'mil.  through  the  Village  ..I  Weleelto  the 

m  l«  It  .it   the  store  and    continue 

r.  ading  Weisel  I'ark    Pro*  eed 

-     if  a   halt  mile    until    sou    leac  h 
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pi  l  '■  round    (he    b 

town    follow  inn   signs  point- 

lied  and 
then  Intrigued  to  find  ihemadvei  suddenly 
•    -ptian  pyramid  i 
I  in  the  midst  Of  a  :. 

Ud   lily   pondv 
a  little   further.   !    . 

buikJinj 

■ 

nginally 
!>.  now  n. 

instituted  in  I  <>  S  4  bringing  into  one 

■ions    of    men 
I 

h   knowledge. 
,  o*cd  to  the  humoral 

UM  were 
J  wuh  numbers,  were  the  first  to 
that    earth    ■ 
eenter  of  the  U  red  that 

lilosophy  of  PUlo  doa  not  lend 

,-^ulc  treatment.  The  . 
e  men  who  fit  ,n  with- 

phfloeophixe  in  soh- 

..•mfort.  and  the  Alchemists,  while 
they    were    no,  .    ,n    changing 

base  metals  into  gold,  were  responsible  for 
the  beginning  of  cfaeo 

p   cm- 
the    normal,    n  oprneat 

i  forces  inherent  in 
::on  of  the  personal- 
ity into  the  ir.dividuality. 

-r.ee    (teachings    of    highest 
spiritual  nature)  deals  only  wuh  that  side 
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.tism  which  is  concerned  wuh  the 

dive  and  exalting  force*  inherent 

in  nun 

■ 
■Jernity  of  the   Rock 

means      It    has    never    and    does    n.n    now 

iiuahsm.  or  the  transmution  of  base  mclals 
into  gold. 

it  is  a   w..rid -wide  organization,   non- 
in,  that  upholds  the  right  oi  every 

10    belong    to    I  ,is    „un 

choice  or   adhere   to   a   philosophy   purely 
his  own. 

I  rnternit]  hai  existed  la    \ 

since   1774     It  wai   . 

of  three  men,  Benjamin  Franklin,  i 
Clymcr.    and    Thoniai    Paine.     I 

.   Randolph.  General 

Alien     tCtcheOCk,     and     Abraham 
I  incoin,  formed  the  council. 

C  --I  the  underlying  principle 
^  tm  may  be  stated  as  follows: 
The  primary  purpose  of  man  is  to  unfold 
and  develop  thru  his  own  effort 
means  given  man  by  which  he  may  ad- 
vance or  retrograde,  if  he  so  desires,  may 
be  called  the  law  of  cause  and  effect of 
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■   ■—  Of    nutu: 

Manisiic,  and  ihat 
.     th.n  we 

d  to  the 

:    i»    their    belief 

that  man  musi  br.. 

■an  and  the  ultimate 
I  :  nun. 

Clyroer,  sign* 

->wn.    When    a    site    «a^    Tc. 
be,  as   !hc   So- 
property 
which  he  ha^ 

-     his     ho>  hood 
home 

S 

.    m 
:  in 

N 

ud    most 

'un  lift) 

l 

and    man>     other*      | 

Mall 

M    ma>    he   c\- 

■  r.     the     printing     plant     on     the 

il  open  to  the  ; 


hand-bound   m  leather   w.th   special   pre- 

on  the  pages    I  he  so  books 

ed   and   handed   down 

through  the  centuries  and  conlain  most  of 

the  written  wisJoim  of   ihe  ages 
WUHiRI     prioe     is     one     hook     which 

to  the  first  century. 

It  in  about  v-  long,  }"  wide,  with  thick 
coven,   hand-written  with  a  m>Ius 
on    thm   loses   of  peeled  bamboo 

■  hood  went  to  Eng- 
land  to  learn   how    leather   bindings   wen 
d  in  the  British  Museum  : 

He   was   shown   a   scr>    impress, st-  kvokinj; 

jar  with  the  in  Appointment  to 

His  Mi  K 

He  asked  the  contents,  fearing  it  «.^  a 

preparation. 

ttodian    care- 
fully   looked    around 

and  then  whispered  in 

his  eai .  "vaseline.'' 

•  m  e  r, 

Dr     (  lymer, 

•-.nil    nther    ruefully 

ihat   when  the  garden* 

i  <■■  n  planned, 
special  mention  w.,^ 
given  to  the  numerous 

w.dks  so  that  the  gen- 
eral    public     might 

COme    to    stroll 
and  enjoy  ihe  flo 
hut  that  so  f.ir    • 

had  availed  himsell  of 
the   pns  ilege.    The 

gardens    were    planted    as    a    memorial    tO 

those    who  had  passed  Beyond 
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[)"  rei.esc   in   de- 

in   has   built   and    he 

■ 
log  houve  w>.  .    be  an 

nwmtabk  obstacle  to  his  car- 

a  nstructcd  around  an 
old  vchool  house  resulting  in  waJIs  two  to 

-*.    This    building    contains 

• 


"pii    larger  .>:   the  two  p>ran,,ds  may 

OSm,  the  natural   uni- 
lOd   the    smaller,   microcosm,    man. 
•  d.  triangular  in  form,  is  thought 
lo   be  the  perfect   symbol  of  the    - 
one  period  of  the  year,  the  sun  is  directly 
IOC    apex,    eliminating    all    shadow 
and  thus  is  symbolic  of  the  soul  which  has 
I   full  consciousness. 
You  will  not  know  the  number  of  men 
and  women  who  can  rightfully  call  them- 
Rosicrucians"  or   who   is  ones   bc- 
•  innincss"  is  not  looked  upon  with 
favor  by  the  Brotherhood.— Hazel  Cover 
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ne  30,  1971 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation. 
ana    46^  : 

Att-      -   .  3erald  McMurtry 

Dear  Dr.  Me      , 


lSe  refer  to  our  correspondence  on  the  subject  of 

fcraph  you  asked  for 
1   h,       11  try    Ln    -.con 
-  '  '   ume 
ing  and    I  / 
'* 
were  -ect  positions. 

Me  ed  in  tl 

the  site  of  the 

This  materi  ]  l   Society 

I  o  1 1 
the!  r. 

mentior  |  -»coln. 

J  5U  he  order        nd  ask  for 

t    ■  ■ :  ng  to  giro  it  to 

you.  Their  addresi 

Beverl;  ., 

LI, 

"is  •  .    new  facet  to  the  life  of 

well  worth  pursuing  t< 
5  role  was  with  the  Rosier 
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THE   PLOT  TO   STEAL    11111   LINCOLN   CORPSE 

I.inmln    Lore,    Number    7H_\    Jun.     I  J.    1 '<  I  I 


- 

iJcmblr 

M»r,  . 

■ 

■  cidents  cor  •  al   dis- 

.iins  which   ■  human 

plans  and  U 
■o  easily  called  to  mind. 

. 
during  the  latter  part  of  hat  an 

- 

making  the  platen  from  which  the  nv 
•  uld    be   appn 
:  be  broken  up  .it  a  printing 

:  and  operated  by  a  cert.i 
being  •  ••  off  the  cui 

.     ■ 
soon  removed  and  traced  to  ita 

A  plan  was  laid  by  the  office 
and  printer  at  the  same  time,  although  the;. 
ating  in  dif 

•  n  had  made  Fulton  their 

arrest  Boyd,  whili 

ilia  to  pick  ,nd  in 

his  workshop  in  a 

n,  and  a  telegram  wan   sent  to   U  ho  im- 

mediately capture 

story  of  a  building  in  Centralia.  where  he  had  set  up  hit 
press. 

were  tried  on   October   2] 
both  were  found  guilty,  and  sentenced.    Th- 
the  more  important  one  of  the  pair  was  Bel 
*ervc  his  term. 

The  salesmen  for  the  gang,  who  dealt  in  the  worthless 
money,  were  Terrer.oe  Mullen  and  Jack  Hughes.  Th.-ir 
chief  locality   for  the  distribu-  ia   Chi- 

Running  short  of  fund-  •'  their 

accomplices,  and  with  their  engraver  now  in  prison,  they 
began  to  discuss  plans  to  have  him  released. 
There    is    some   evidence    that    they    first 

plot  at  Lincoln.  Illinois,  in  a  saloon  on  Pulaski 
bly  their  presence   in   a   town,   named   nfter 
the   martyred    president,   and   which    I  have 

christened  with  a   watermelon,   may   I 
possibility  of  stealing  the   lamented    Lincoln's   body   and 
holding  it  as  a  ransom  for  the  releas- 
er plan  became  mature,  they  had  raised  their 
bounty  and  not  only  were  they  to  demand  tl 

Nut  also  ask  for  a  cash  settlement  of  $200,000,  to 
boot,    i  h(  the 

relea-  ay   have   become  a   secondary    D 

plans  were  to  remove  the  body  from  the  tomb  at 
.-field,  and  transport  it  to  the  Sand   Dunea  <>f  Indi- 
ana.  There  they  intended  to  deposit  it  in  a  secluded  place 


•.<.  in.)  would  so  blow  the  sand 

that    the    traces    of    their    owl  would    be 

erved  until  it  would  be  re- 

•  lit  of  the   funds. 

•  an. I  conviction  of  their  confeder- 

■  •f  their  part  in 

wegles,  a 
thi  paii  I!--  did  such 
ide  him  then 

■  In-  was   invited 

left  the  impression  that  he 
■ 

n  Springfield  waa  November 

- 

■  -i, plated     that     election     night 

mc  for  the  effort    In  the  meantime 
had    kept     i 

■  dings.    At 
:  Sweglea 
•i  for  Springfield,  bus  < 
Tyrrell, 
found  quarters  in  the  while  the 

■ 

-  ach  one  of  the 
luction  wa 
the  tomb  and  make 

tion.     Mullen    had    the   task    of   pro- 
viding  thi 

nsible  for  ti  of  the  body  by 

securing  red  he  could 

An    interestn  .  nta   called 

f.»r  the  v  :  in  an  old  i  ■ 

which  they  fell  ering  the  empty  crypt 

would  pi-  \  pai '  of  the  froi 

■  ra  "tr  through  the  title  and 
■late.    Ti.  .  !   in   the  penitentiary 
so  that  he   might   prove   he   was   in    touch    with    the    kid- 
til   the   payment    of  the   ransom   money 

In    the   preliminary    plans    of    the    plot,    the    detective, 

•  a-  a  watchman  on  the  out- 

Thi-  would  give  him  an  opportunity  to 

signal  tl.  ■    hiding  in  the  regis- 

•  m  of  the  monument,  when  the  time 
to  catch  the  cu  |  act  of  robbing 

moment,  however,  a  lamp  to 

hold  within  the  crypt.  It  was  not  until  the  mail.],  ar- 
cophagua  had  been  mutilated,  the  end  and  part  of  the  '"p 
removed,  and  the  casket  holding  the  body  partly  pulled 
from  the  stone  :,     free  to  sig- 

nal. He  was  sent  for  the  vehicle,  but  instead  notified  the 
secret  service  men. 

posed  errand  foi   '  he 

and   Mullen   hid   in     omc   ' 
bushes   to  await    the    return    of   Sweglea.    They    had 
reached  their  hiding  place  when   they  saw  the  group  of 
. -h  around  the  monument  and  enter  the  tomb. 
Of  course   the  officers   found   no   grave   robbers   pp 
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The  counterfeiters,  now  conscious  that  their  plans  were 
known,  made  their  escape. 

Several  days  after  the  failure  of  their  plot,  they  were 
arrested  in  Chicago  and  brought  to  Springfield  for  trial. 
The  law  at  that  time  provided  no  penalty  for  an  attempt 
to  steal  a  dead  body,  so  a  charge  of  burglary  was  entered 
against  them,  and  they  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
for  a  year. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Pinkerton  detective 
agency,  which  warned  Lincoln  of  the  Baltimore  plot  to 
assassinate  him  on  the  way  to  the  inauguration,  and 
which  became  invaluable  to  the  government  during  the 
hostilities,  conclude  their  services  to  the  martyred  Lin- 
coln by  frustrating  the  plans  of  those  who  would  steal 
his  corpse. 

Viewing  Lincoln's  Remains 

Editor's  Note:  According  to  the  custodians  of  the  Lincoln  tomb,  the 
remains  of  the  Sixteenth  President  have  been  moved  some  seventeen 
different  times  since  the  body  was  first  placed  in  a  receiving  vault  at 
the  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  on  May  4,  1865.  The 
construction  of  the  temporary  vault,  the  erection  of  the  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment, the  abortive  attempt  to  steal  the  body  and  the  numerous  repairs 
and  reconstructions  of  the  deteriorating,  original  monument  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  many  secret  movements  of  the  Lincoln  corpse. 

It  would  be  expected  that  in  the  attempt  to  find  a  permanent  and 
safe  resting  place  for  Lincoln's  remains  there  would  be  the  urge  to 
open  the  casket,  to  satisfy  a  morbid  curiosity,  to  make  sure  the  re- 
mains were  secure  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  many  rumors  that  Lin- 
coln's body  was  no  longer  in  the  tomb.  However,  it  is  surprising  to 
learn  that  Lincoln's  casket  was  opened  five  different  times  during  the 
years  from  1865  to  1901. 

This  information,  relative  to  the  viewing  of  Lincoln's  remains, 
has  been  compiled  from  John  C.  Power's  book.  History  Of  An  Attempt 
To  Steal  The  Body  Of  Abraham  Lincoln  .  .  .,  which  includes  among 
its  interesting  topics,  "A  History  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor"  ; 
the  magazine  article  (Week  By  Week,  August  19.  1933).  "Burials  and 
I,'.ru..als  of  Lincoln."  by  Herbert  Wells  Fav  ;  "Beholding  Lincoln's 
Face  For  The  Last  Time"  in  Lincoln  Lore,  No.  1338.  November  29, 
1954  ;  and  numerous  clippings  and  letters  in  the  Foundation's  subject 
files. 

December  21,  1865 

Lincoln's  coffin  was  opened  in  order  that  the  features 
of  the  deceased  might  be  seen  and  identified  before  plac- 
ing the  body  in  an  especially  constructed  temporary 
vault,  prior  to  the  erection  of  a  National  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment. Six  of  Lincoln's  personal  acquaintances,  R.  J. 
Oglesby,  0.  H.  Miner,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  Newton  Bateman, 
0.  M.  Hatch  and  D.  L.  Phillips,  filed  a  written  statement 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Lincoln  Monument 
Association  that  the  body  was  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
September  19,  1871 

Preparatory  to  moving  the  body  from  the  temporary 
vault  to  the  partially  completed  monument,  in  1871,  the 
remains  were  taken  out  of  the  original  coffin  because  the 
lead  lining  was  broken,  and  put  into  one  made  of  iron. 
After  depositing  the  remains  in  the  Monument,  the  six 
personal  friends  who  identified  the  remains  on  Decem- 
ber 21,  1865,  again  viewed  them  and  certified  in  writing 
that  they  were  the  remains  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 
October  9,  1874 

After  the  stone  sarcophagus  was  constructed,  it  was 
found  that  the  iron  coffin,  with  the  lid  projecting  over 
the  ends,  was  too  long  to  go  into  the  interior  area.  A 
solution  to  the  problem  was  to  place  Lincoln's  body  in 
a  red  cedar  coffin  that  was  heavily  lined  with  lead. 
Hon.  D.  L.  Phillips,  a  member  of  the  National  Lincoln 
Monument  Association,  was  present  when  the  newly 
constructed  casket  was  placed  in  the  sarcophagus.  How- 
ever, there  was  no  formal  record  made  of  the  identity 
of  the  remains,  but  Mr.  Phillips,  Thomas  C.  Smith,  the 
undertaker  and  Col.  Babcock,  who  put  the  lead  lining 
in  the  coffin,  all  distinctly  recognized  the  features  as 
those  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 

April  14,  1887 

In  order  to  definitely  and  finally  deposit  the  body  of 
Lincoln  within  the  tomb,  a  pit  was  excavated  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  monument  for  the  remains  of  the  President 
and  Mrs.  Lincoln,  who  died  on  July  16,  1882.  It  was 
decided  by  the  members  of  the  National  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment Association  that,  "in  order  to  satisfy  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  people,  after  so  many  changes,  it  was 
indispensably  necessary  to  identify  the  body  of  the 
President." 

The  undertaker,  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Smith,  who  made  the 
red  cedar  coffin,  was  requested  to  open  the  casket,  which 
he  did.  Then  a  piece  of  the  lead  lining,  about  a  foot 
square,  was  cut  on  three  sides  and  turned  back,  exposing 


The  Allentotvn  (Pennsylvania)  Morning  Call  of  Monday, 
February  25,  1933,  used  this  artist's  drawing  to  illustrate 
an  article  entitled  "Last  Man  to  See  Face  Of  Lincoln  Tells 
Story."  The  drawing  carried  the  following  cutline:  "The 
President's  features  were  well  preserved  and  he  appeared 
just  as  he  did  in  pictures  I  had  seen."  The  article  is 
based  on  the  reminiscence  of  Charles  L.  Willey. 

the  familiar  features  to  the  eighteen  or  nineteen  persons 
present,  nearly  all  of  whom  had  personally  seen  the 
President  in  real  life.  "There  was  not  one  who  expressed 
the  slightest  doubt  that  he  was  looking  at  the  features 
of  the  beloved  President.  They  were  almost  as  perfect 
as  they  are  in  the  bronze  statue  on  the  Monument,  and 
the  color  is  about  as  dark  as  the  statue. 

"After  being  exposed  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the 
lead  coffin  was  closed  and  soldered  air  tight  by  the 
plumber,  Mr.  Leon  P.  Hopkins,  of  Springfield,  who  as 
a  natural  consequence,  was  the  last  man  (on  that  date) 
to  look  on  the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  bodies  were 
then  conveyed  from  Memorial  Hall  to  the  Catacomb,  and 
there  buried. 

"The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  statement  made  and 
signed  by  the  members  present  of  the  Lincoln  Monument 
Association: 

'We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Lincoln  Mon- 
ument Association,   of   Springfield,   Illinois,   do   hereby 
certify,  that  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1887,  we  saw  the 
cedar  and  lead  coffins,  which  contain  the  remains  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  opened  in  our  presence  in  the  Me- 
morial Hall  of  the  Monument.  The  remains  were  some- 
what shrunken,  but  the  features  were   quite   natural, 
and  we  could   readily  recognize  them   as  the   features 
of  the  former  illustrious  President  of  our  Nation,  and 
our   former  friend   and   fellow   citizen.   We   do  hereby 
certify  that  they  are  his  remains,  and  that  they  were 
again  re-sealed  in  said  coffins  and  deposited  in  the  vault 
beneath  the  floor  of  the  catacomb  in  our  presence. 
James  C.  Conkling, 
Ozias  M.  Hatch, 
George  N.  Black, 
John  W.  Bunn, 
Lincoln  Dubois, 
Christopher  C.  Brown.'  " 

September  26,  1901 

With  the  turn  of  the  century,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  rebuild  the  Lincoln  tomb.  The  foundation  was  not 
secure  and  considerable  moisture  accumulated  between 
the  veneer  and  the  sustaining  wall  of  the  obelisk.  Freez- 
ing temperatures  caused  the  outer  granite  blocks  to  be 
thrown  out  of  alignment. 

With  the  reconstruction  of  the  Lincoln  tomb  in  1900- 
1901,  all  the  Lincoln  bodies  were  placed  in  a  temporary 
vault  nearby  and  were  under  guard  the  entire  time  of 
.he  project.  In  April,  1901,  the  bodies  were  again  brought 
back  into  the  monument.  Mrs.  Lincoln's  remains  and 
those  of  other  members  of  the  family  were  placed  in 
crypts  provided  for  them.  Mr.  Lincoln's  remains  were 
taken  on  September  26,  1901,  to  Memorial  Hall  and,  in 
the  presence  of  about  twenty-five  people,  they  were 
viewed  and  positively  identified  as  those  of  the  Sixteenth 
President. 

Among  those  viewing  Lincoln's  remains  were,  Hon. 
John  H.  Brenholt,  Acting  Governor  of  the  State;  Hon. 
James    S.    McCullough,    State    Auditor;    Hon.    Moses    O. 
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Willi*]  rer;    Hon.  Joseph    1! 

Public  Instruction;  Hon.  Jacob  Thomp- 
tant     Superintendent    of     Public     Instr  . 
ileece,  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Hun.    15     I  •     M  •••ral   of   the 

N 

.    Col. 
the   rebuilder  of  the   monument;   Joseph    P. 
Lind'i. 

and  a  young  son  of  the  above  named  Joseph  P.  Lindley. 
Perhaps  one  or  two  othert  were  present  whose  names 
are  not  now  remembered. 

in  the  lead  casket  was  sealed  I  I    pkins 
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111.    Gothic  Chain   In 
Lineoin'i   Cabinet    Room 
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In  the  painting  by   Francis   H.   Carpenter   (later  en- 

i ■>   A    11    Ritchie)  entitled  "The  First  Reading  Of 

The    Emancipation    Proclamation    Before   The    Cabinet," 

emphasis  was   given   by   tlu'  artist   to   the 

-  in  the  Lincoln  cabinet   room.  The  same  emphasis 

•:  noted  in  various  contemporary  photographs 

ketches  of  the   Lincoln  cabinet   room,  particularly 

K     Stellwagon   which    illustrates 

all  twelve  of  the  cabinet  chairs. 
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Photograph  from  the  National  Park  Service,  Washington,  D.C. 
Lincoln  cabinet  chair,  one  of  four  presently  in  the  White 
House,  attributed  to  J.  and  J.  W.  Meeks,  New  York  City 
cabinetmakers.  The  seat  was  upholstered  in  green  velvet 
in  1962.  The  chair  is  rather  classical  in  line,  but  is  em- 
bellished with  such  Gothic  elements  as  trefoil  cutouts  in 
the  crest  rail  and  pointed  arches  in  the  back.  This  type 
of  chair  was  frequently  seen  in  America  during  the  second 
quarter  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 


Curator,  National  Park  Service,  "as  having  upholstered 
seat  and  open  back.  Front  legs  flat  with  rounded  fronts, 
shaped  in  reverse  ogee  curves  without  feet,  rear  legs 
canted  in  sabre  curve.  The  upholstered  seat  is  rectangu- 
lar with  slightly  bowed  front.  Upholstery  material  is  at- 
tached to  the  upper  part  of  flat  plain  seat  rails.  The 
open  back  is  supported  by  cyma-curved  side  uprights  and 
three  similar  curved  center  uprights.  The  center  uprights 
are  separated  at  the  top  by  pointed  arches  cut  into  the 
top  rail  in  the  Gothic  style.  The  top  rail  is  flat  and  has 
three  trefoils  cut  into  it.  The  top  of  the  rail  curves  slight- 
ly outward." 

We  can  conclude  from  the  information  compiled  by 
Robert  Marshall,  Curator  of  the  National  Capital  Parks 
Office,  entitled  "Joseph  Meeks  and  Sons"  that  these  chairs 
predate  the  Lincoln  era  and  were  used  in  the  White 
House  previous  to  that  administration.  Other  similar 
chairs,  of  the  same  form  and  origin,  have  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  White  House  Curator  and  the 
Brooklyn  Museum  also  has  identical  chairs. 

Connoisseurs  of  fine  furniture  are  familiar  with  the 
firm  of  Joseph  Meeks  and  Sons  and  articles  concerning 
their  work  are  to  be  found  in  Antiques  Magazine,  April, 
1964,  entitled  "The  Meeks  Family  of  Cabinetmakers" 
and  the  July,  1966,  issue  entitled  "More  on  the  Meeks 
Cabinetmakers." 


Was  Lincoln  A  Rosicrucian? 

Was  Abraham  Lincoln  an  adherent  of  a  movement, 
dating  back  to  the  Seventeenth  Century,  that  was  de- 
voted to  esoteric  wisdom?  Was  he  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  the  Rose  along  with  Thomas  Paine,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  George  Washington,  John  Brown  and  William 
Lloyd  Garrison  to  name  a  few  Americans  claimed  by  the 


Order?  The  Rosicrucians  think  Lincoln  was  not  only  a 
member  of  their  Order,  but  that  he  held  a  seat  in  their 
World  Council  and  that  he  played  an  important  role  as 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  Three. 

In  a  three  volume  work  entitled  The  Book  of  Rosi- 
cruciae  by  R.  Swinburne  Clymer,  M.  D.,  The  Philo- 
sophical Publishing  Company,  "Beverly  Hall",  Quaker- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  1947,  a  biographical  sketch  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  appears  in  volume  two,  pages  173-174,  in 
which  the  statement  is  made  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Great,  or  World  Council  and  the  Council  of  Three  of 
the  Fraternitas  and  "co-worker,  friend  and  associate  of 
General  (Ethan  Allen)  Hitchcock  and  (Paschal  Beverly) 
Randolph."  The  informed  reader  of  the  biographical 
sketch  is  surprised  to  read  that  Lincoln  was  "born  in 
Hardin  County,  Ky.,  February  12,  1800   (1809)." 

In  this  three  volume  work,  which  is  relatively  free  of 
documentary  facts,  the  statement  is  made  that,  "Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address  has  a  place  of  honor  in  Oxford  Uni- 
versity, England,  proclaimed  by  literary  critics  as  the 
most  perfect  piece  of  literature  ever  written  in  the  Eng- 
lish language."  This  statement  is,  of  course,  erroneous 
and  Oxford  University  has  in  times  past  issued  a  form 
letter  to  deny  the  statement. 

Under  the  heading  of  "American  Members  Of  The 
Councils  Of  Three  And  Seven  —  The  Peerless  Trio,"  a 
garbled  statement  is  made  that,  "The  three  highest  rank- 
ing members  in  the  Western  World  (North  America, 
Central  America  and  South  America,  and  the  Isles  of 
the  sea),  and  who  composed  the  Council  of  Three  during 
the  critical  period  of  the  pre-beginning  formation  of  the 
American  Dome,  were  first:  John  Temple,  General  Hitch- 
cock and  Dr.  Randolph,  the  Supreme  Grand  Master,  and 
later,  when  John  Temple  temporarily  took  the  seat  as 
Acting  Supreme  Grand  Master  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Randolph;  General  Hitchcock  and  Abraham  Lincoln  (seat 
of  the  Council  in  Washington).  The  Council  continued 
active  until  the  death  of  the  President." 

A  further  statement  as  to  Lincoln's  role  as  a  Rosi- 
crucian official  follows:  "President  Lincoln  possessed  no 
directive,  authoritative  power,  due  to  his  public  office, 
and  was  under  the  Law  of  Silence  .  .  .  Abraham  Lincoln, 
General  Hitchcock  and  Dr.  Randolph  were  known  as  The 
Peerless  Trio,  or   Unshakable   Triumvirate." 

To  be  sure,  Major  General  Ethan  Allen  Hitchcock 
(1798-1870),  a  grandson  of  the  leader  of  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  was  "an  intimate  of  .  .  .  Abraham  Lin- 
coln" and  the  many  communications  of  Lincoln  addressed 
to  the  general,  who  was  commissioner  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  which  appear  in  The  Collected  Works  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  attest  to  their  association.  It  is  also 
known  that  Hitchcock  wrote  many  literary  works,  "de- 
voting himself  to  general  literature  and  the  peculiar 
philosophical  investigations  which  had  for  years  occupied 
his  thoughts."  The  biographical  sketch  of  Hitchcock 
appearing  in  Ezra  J.  Warner's  book,  Generals  In  Blue, 
is  much  more  inclusive  than  the  one  which  appears  in 
The  Book  Of  Rosicruciae,  which  deals  with  Hitchcock's 
preoccupation  with  the  "perfection  of  Man"  and  his 
"Unity  with  Divine  nature." 

Paschal  Beverly  Randolph  (1825-1875) ,  Supreme  Grand 
Master  of  the  Fraternitas  Rosae  Crucis;  Brotherhood, 
Order,  Temple  and  Fraternity  of  the  Rosy  Cross  and 
Hierarch  of  Imperial  Eulis  does  not  seem  to  appear  with- 
in the  focus  of  the  Lincoln  administration.  There  are  no 
letters,  no  reminiscences,  no  authentic  references  con- 
necting the  lives  of  the  two  men. 

How  can  historians  be  expected  to  believe  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  a  Rosicrucian?  There  are  no  member- 
ship certificates,  no  statements  by  the  President,  no  refer- 
ences in  Lincolniana  to  the  Order  of  the  Rose,  in  fact, 
nothing  of  dates  or  documentary  records,  and  even  the 
biographical  sketch  of  the  President  appearing  in  The 
Book  Of  Rosicruciae  gives  an  incorrect  birth  date  and  is 
taken  up  with  the  folklore  about  Oxford  University  and 
the  Gettysburg  Address  (most  of  the  legends  refer  to 
the  Bixby  letter). 

Lincoln  was  undoubtedly  interested  in  the  wisdom  of 
the  ages,  but  he  was  no  joiner  of  a  group  which  con- 
sidered its  members  among  the  intellectual  elete. 
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Mr.   Lveretl  b.    Powers 
232  Roslyn  Avenue 
MtMl4tt  Pmnsyl vault    1* 

LAjar  Hr.   Powers: 

Many  Ukuik^   for  tne  Xerox  copy  of  tne  evaluation  of  the 
Rosicrudan  Order  by  Lester  K1nsolv1nn.     I   read  It  with 
interest.      It  will    be   placed   in  our  new   file   aoout 
tne  order  and  Lincoln's  aliened  membership. 

Lxcept  for  your  letter,   I   did  not  receive  any  reaction 
to  the   article   in   Ll.UJL*   LORE. 


Yours   sincerely, 


k.   uerald  ilcturtry 
ROI/njh 
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Your 

Other 

Selves 

Awaken  the 
Psychic  You 


There  is  more  to  you  than  you  suspect. 
Self  (foes  far  deeper  than  surface  con- 
sciousness. Man  is  not  fully  conscious — 
that  is,  using  the  whole  potential  of  his 
awareness — until  he  dovcJopi  the  dormant 
psychic  energy  every  human  possesses. 

The  occasional  hunch,  the  intuitive  flash, 
•nd  inspiring  ideas  you  have — they  are 
attributes  of  the  psychic,  the  real  VOat, 
awaiting  fuller  expression.  The  UM  of  the 
other  leiels  of  consciousness  at  your  com- 
mand is  not  fantasy  but  the  application 
of  natural  cosmic  Law.  Creative  imagina- 
tion, reception  of  the  unspoken  thoughts 
of  Othcn,  the  ability  to  clearly  lompre- 
hend  and  master  circumstances  are  the 
result  of  the  awakening  of  the  intuitive 
psychic  self. 


The  Rosicrucians.  a  worldwide  cultural 
organization  |  not  a  religion*  have  shown 
thousands  of  men  and  women  throughout 
the  WOffld  how  to  make  the  best  of  their 

ptychk  faculties  No  itnuife  practicea,  no 

Croodl  'T  dogmas,  but  practical  instruc- 
tion on  the  funi  tionmg  of  your  inner  ie//, 

RECEIVE  THIS  FREE  BOOK 

I'm1  the  OOUDOn  below  for  a  free  copy  of 
The  liOMtery  o/  Life  It  reveals  no  magical 
formula,  but  it  does  present  factual,  fasci- 
nating information  on  ho*  \.>u  may  learn 
this  unusual  knowledge.  Remember  t*--.. 
Rosicrucians  are  not  a  religion — and  they 
are  a  nonprofit  fraternal  organization 
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or  u  rile  to: 

BCRIBI      X.Y.S. 
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